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Inquisition, the whole kingdom of Spain had in all likelihood
been converted to the Protestant religion, in less time than
any other country had ever been before." l So untrue is it to
say that persecution always fails of its object! In Spain it
has riveted the fetters, which the weakness and superstition
of the earlier kings of Leon and Castile, together with the
piety and misdirected enthusiasm of Isabella, placed upon a
proud and once peculiarly independent people. Plunged in
the depths of ignorance and imbecility, social, religious, and
political, Spain affords a melancholy but instructive spectacle
to the nations.

1 Geddes, Pref. to "Spanish Martyrs," p. 3, 4, quotes a Romanist
author, who says : " the number of converts was so great that had the
stop which was put to that evil been delayed but two or three months
longer, I am persuaded that all Spain had been put into a flame by
them."